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Notes from the President

 February 19, 2010
Thanks
I wanted to personally say thank you to all of you who have sent e-mails and cards regarding my mother and her fight with breast cancer.  Your thoughts and prayers are all appreciated.  We did get her CT scan results today and at this point it does not appear that the cancer has spread any further at this point.  Chemo and radiation treatments will be starting soon.  Thanks again to a great group of people.
January Sales
OC ended the month of January at $201,000 in trip sales.  A good start to the year and a number we are hoping to use as a base line for monthly sales this year.  Here is a list of some of the month’s top sellers: 
Franchise of the Month - Mark Elpers (OC-KS).  Mark’s award, an Outdoor Connection angler shirt, is on its way.
Mark Elpers (OC-KS) - 5 turkey hunters to K&K, 3 caribou hunters to Leaf River, 3 elk hunters to Rockin H and 5 fishermen to Over Under Charters
Chris Lemke (OC-MN) - 4 caribou hunters to Leaf River and 2 black bear hunters to Sawtooth
Greg Ray (OC-OK) - 1 elk hunter to Double G and 5 black bear hunters to Big Antler
Steve Ellenson (OC-MN) - 2 elk hunters to John Winter
Mike Wensink (OC-WI) - 6 fishermen to Double D and 4 fishermen to Alaska Wilderness
Lodge of the Month
Book a trip into either of these locations between now and March 15th and receive $100 in extra commission. 

Fish - Hatchet Lake Lodge

Hunt - Bienville Plantation
Convention
Be sure to stay tuned in next week for the release of the convention dates and location for 2010.  We are looking to get “Back to the Basics” and hope you all we be able to join us this summer.
Gerald Sampen
Most of you know Gerald as he has been an OC franchise owner for 20 years now. This week we learned from his granddaughter that Gerald’s mother passed away.   Her message - Grandmother Flossie Sampen passed away on Monday. Grandma turned 101 on October 4th and still lived by herself. She got sick on Sunday afternoon and passed away Monday evening. She lived a wonderful life. Just wanted Outdoor Connection to know.
NRA Show
We are still looking for another franchise owner or two to work the OC booth at the NRA Annual Convention.  In 2010 the show will be held in Charlotte, North Carolina over the dates of May 14-16.  Outdoor Connection has a double booth (10X20) and has been present in this show for over 10 years.  Each year we invite the local franchise owner to join us however, this year, we won’t have that option as we currently do not have a franchise owner in Charlotte.  Ron Diersen (KY) has reserved one spot and at this point, we would like to offer the two remaining spots to work the OC booth at this show.  The cost to do so is $400 per franchise owner for the three day show.  If you are interested, please let me know as soon as possible to reserve your spot.  Last year, in Phoenix, the show drew over 63,000 people. 
Reports and Openings
Message from Mark at Camp Kay:

     Thank you for expressing interest in Camp Kay Outfitters Indiana whitetail hunts.  We had a great season in 2009 and would enjoy hosting you this year. The website- www.campkayoutfitters.com has been updated with new information for 2010 hunts. Our hunts are highly successful compared to other outfitters and at the same time reasonably priced. Please take a moment to view the website and if you are interested in a hunt, please call or email me any questions that you might have. We have the best guides in the area and stands are already placed to ensure maximum opportunity for you.  We have current openings for all hunts, but if you are specifically interested in the 1st gun hunt, please book now.  Our membership program also has limited openings. A hunt is considered booked only after your deposit is received.  Again, thank you for your time and consideration both in the past and present. We appreciate your business. 

Sincerely,

Mark Liebner

765-427-3228

www.campkayoutfitters.com
------------

Message from Dave Powers (OC-OH) who had a client hunt antelope with Pack String this past fall and just read the offer Pack String made to OC for this year:

Here is some feedback from Greg Brown on his unguided antelope hunt with Patrick:

I enjoyed my hunt at Pack String and saw a lot of goats -- just could not get close enough to them.  It was my first Pronghorn hunt and I learned a lot chasing them all over the ranch.  I would hunt again with Patrick, but not likely this year, even at this incredible price.
------------
Message from Tracey Weyer of Hidden Valley Outfitters:

Can you put these specials out to your agents?
Opening week.

Oct. 24-28

rifle mule  deer or whitetail

5 day hunt, lodging, meals, 2x1 guided

$3,500.00 reduced to $2,500.00

ADD ANTELOPE, $500.00

RUT Weeks.

Nov. 11-15 or Nov. 17-21

rifle mule deer or whitetail

5 day hunt, lodging, meals, 2x1 guided

$3,500.00 reduced to $2,600.00    

Limited openings...first come first served..

Also I have a new website...be sure all agents take a look.

www.hiddenvalleyoutfitters.net

Thanks,

Tracy  Weyer
------------
Message from Steve Ellenson (OC-MN) who had clients just return from Lax A:

Just a quick note on my guys that are down at Bair's (Lax-a) on South Andros.  They were on the lanai having cocktails when I talked to them and they were blown away with the people, guides, and fishing down there.  I'm awaiting pictures, but one of the guys caught what they called a "Boone and Crockett" Barracuda.  They had several Bones over 6-7 pounds, and a couple of big number days combining skiff and wade fishing.  All in all, a success from every angle.  

Steve Ellenson

------------
Message from Cargill Outfitting:

Hunters and Sportsmen:
Montana has just this year reduced the price of non-resident sponsored elk and deer hunting licenses, first time they have gone down in price.  This year a combination license to hunt elk, deer, birds, fish and conservation is $1250.  For the deer, birds, fish, and conservation the license is $995.00 and the elk, bird, fish and conservation license is $995.00.  Now is the best time to go hunting in Montana.   When you book with an outfitter and have a deposit paid, you are assured of a license, if your paperwork is done and in to FWP by March 15th.  Last year the license were not gone at that time, but we cannot be sure with the reduced price this year if any will remain after that date.   If there are additional tags left after that date they will be sold first come first served until gone of September first.

In addition we have eliminated all trophy fees for this year, which is a $1,000 to $2,000 savings for many.  

The herds are healthy and last year on Dry Creek they allowed a reduced number of cow hunters the last week of season, so the animals would remain on the property without undue pressure.  The winter has been pretty mild for here.  Not a lot of snow pack at this time. There has been sporadic snow even for lion hunting. Scott did very well and has harvested four cats this winter for clients.  Taxidermy is keeping John and Scott busy for now.   Spring will be here before we know and it will be time to be hunting the bears, John’s favorite.  Bear licenses must be purchased by April 15th of each year.

For now of the utmost importance is getting your elk or deer hunt booked and getting the necessary paperwork done as soon as possible.  So, give us a call and let us help set your dates for a great fall hunt in Montana.

 Happy Trails,
John, Sherry & Scott Cargill
Iron Wheel Guest Ranch
www.ironwheel.com

------------
Again, thanks to the OC family for all the heartfelt messages regarding my mother.  It is nice to be part of such a great group of people.  I hope all is well with each of you and that your year is off to a strong start.  We are looking forward to taking steps back up the sales ladder as much as you are.  Keep up the good work.
In the Outdoors,
Marc Glades
